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CHAP.XXVL created prince had drawn up his army in the form
of a crescent, both its flanks being considerably ad-
vanced, and the main road running directly through
its centre. This arrangement appears to have been
adopted with reference to the nature of the country,
which being greatly overgrown with prickly jungle,
it was difficult for large bodies of troops to diverge
from a direct course, either to the right or to the
left. The Burmese general, therefore, anticipated
that the British would advance by the main road,
till opposed in front, when the wings of the Bur-
mese army might have closed, thus taking them in
both flanks and in the -rear, and for the accomplish-
ment of this he naturally relied on his vast superi-
ority in point of numbers. But if fie thus calculated
lie was deceived. Instead of marching on the
centre of the enemy, the British commander assailed
his flanks. The right attack, which was directed by
Sir Archibald Campbell in person, was made by the
Zing's 13th regiment, accompanied by four guns of
the Bengal horse artillery and a small detachment
of the governor-general's body-guard, and supported
by the King's 89th. General Cotton superintended
the attack on the left, which was made by the
King's 38th, supported by the 41st, and accompa-
nied by two guns of the Madras artillery. Colonel
Parlby, with the 43rd Madras Native Infantry, ad-
vanced on the bank of the Irawaddy, on the extreme
left of the British, to prevent the enemy throwing
troops upon its rear.
The enemy received the charge with tolerable